
Project: Technical and administrative support for the 

joint implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework 

Directive (MSFD) in Bulgaria and Romania  



Purpose of the DD 

  Share consolidated information 

  Discuss major results 

  Serve as a blueprint 

  Support coordination 
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MSFD 

 Looking back… 

 Naming else… 
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Based 

Approach 

Integrated 
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Management Integrated 

River Basin 
Management 

Ref.: 
Science 



The MSFD Process 

CYCLE 



Good Environmental Status 

…ecologically diverse and dynamic 
oceans and seas which are 
intrinsically clean, healthy and 
productive, and the use of the 
marine environment is at a level 
that is sustainable… 

   
 11 descriptors, 29 associated criteria 

and 56 indicators  
 

  List of common indicators 
 



Environmental targets 

Basically, if something abnormally changes, some 
sort of threshold was exceeded. 

Traditionally the state of an ecosystem is defined 
by the amount of change it can absorb without 
exhibiting regime shifts… 

But also: 

It is the potential to prevent  

undesirable change. 

 

More than 100 Targets…….. 



BASICS in setting targets 
Why setting environmental targets? 

 Guide progress toward GES 

 Table 2/Annex III (Pressures and Impacts) 

 Annex IV 

 Pressure, State, Impact Env. Targets and 

 Management Targets 

Note: Target is defined with a GES threshold value (based on a 
relatively undisturbed baseline condition of the marine environment). A 
trend toward GES can be defined in absence of knowledge.  



Monitoring revision: What is integrated 
monitoring? 

Water 
bodies 

Marine 
waters 

Habitats, 
biodiversity 

Birds 
habitats 

Frequency at least: mostly seasonal to once per 18 years 

1 month – 
18 years 

Not specified 6 years 
 

3 years 
 

Based on sub-programmes 



Monitoring Fact Sheets 

     
 

1. Programme name, description (what is monitored) 
2. Responsible competent authorities and implementing institutions 
3. Rational behind (which policy requirements the programme does 

fulfil) 
4. Which GES riteria covers and which env. targets addresses 
5. Geographical scope 
6. Relevant other Programmes/Sub-programmes (for integration 

puproses) 
7. Monitoring network 
8. Compliance (which measures will be traced) 
9. Data management and assessments 
10. Recommended bibliography 
11.  Which changes are necessary to current monitoring practices 
 
 

 
 



Monitoring Programmes 



Opportunities for integration 

Note: Opportunity for integration across MSFD descriptors and 
indicators exists when the monitored parameters have common 
sources of pressures, and/or spatial distribution and temporal 
variability, and/or common sampling method. 
 
 

Mammals          Seabirds 
 
Fishes               Litter 
 
 
 



Way forward 

1. Gaps are already identified        how to 
address them? 

2.  How to build cost-efficiently integrated 
monitoring? 

3.  How to develop plans for implementation of 
monitoring programmes? (Optimistic and 
Realistic Scenarios) 



The DD Recommendations 

 

 

1.  Geographical scope 
2.  Data availability and access, data exchange 
3.  Cost-efficiency 
4.  New technologies and tools 
5.  Joint or parallel cruises 
6.  Observe practices of other regions 
7.  Observe SoPs/Guidelines 
8.  Pressures/Impacts (integrate, distinguish natural variability) 
9.  Improve/Develop GES definitions and environmental targets 
10.  Build capacity 
11.  Ensure sustainable funding 

 



Annexes of the DD 

Common indicators 

Romanian GES definitions and 
environmental targets for seabed habitats 

MSFD Criteria 

Monitoring programmes and sub-
programmes of BG and RO 



THANK  YOU   FOR    

YOUR KIND ATTENTION! 


